Preparing for abirth.

What to do before the hirth:

Prepare a maternity paddock, closeto the house so that animal's can be easily observed with minimal interference Move
vour preanant airls into this maternity paddock in plenty of time for them to adjust to their new surroundinas.

Remove previous criafrom mothers. The mothers first milk (col ostrum) has vitd antibodies for the newborn cria,
previous cria may drink thisif ill with their mothers Males should also be well removed from the females.

Ensure that your cria carekit is fully stocked and in good working order. Cria CareKit
Watch & Wait. Cria Codts
Glucose
Thermometer
: Scales
What to expect asnarmal: : Umbilical Clamp
: Fleece/Bubble wrap
The birthing process can be broken up into 3 stages. : Bottles/'Teats
. Pen & Paper
Typical signs of stage 1 are frequent tripsto the dung pile, restlessness, . Vets Phone Number
moving away from ather animals ralling, rubbing neck aong the ground, . Birthing handbooks
repested Stting and ganding, Stting on anehip. Thenorma duration of this . Managing Alpacasin
first dageis approx. 6 hours. Aus. handbook

Stage 2 is when the foetus entersinto the birth canal, and delivery usually

occurs within about 30 minutes. A narmal delivery will present head & front

feet fird; the feet usually rupture the membranes. If the head is visible and membranes not ruptured tear the membrane
with your fingers and ddivery will proceed. Short rest phases are also normal, encourage standing every 10 minutes to
help to keep the process moving. The criawill hang from the dam for up to 20 minutes, this isimportant to ensurethat the
lunas are free from mucous and fluid.

Stage 3 isthe expulsion of the placenta, this usually takes places about 45 minutesafter the birth of the aia. Some dams
do not acknowledge their criauntil the placentais passed; others will mothe their criaimmediately. Humming &
clucking by both mother and criais very normal, apaca do nat lick their cria, the criawill wriggle and remove the
membranesthis wav.

When to cal the vet:

Common senseisthekey, if you'renaot sure ar if you think itsnat quite normal —Call the vet.
If in doubt — get it checked aut.
ORif any of the fallowing occur, it is possibly timeto call thevet.

* Stage one goes beyond 6 hours * Stage two goes beyond 30 minutes
* Thecriais obvioudy stuck or malpresented * Afterbirth isretained beyond 6 hours or only partialy delivered

‘ Alpaca Breeders Birthing Handbook’ available for purchase from AAA.

NB: Thisarticleis written from personal experiences and references (see page 2). It isin no way to betaken as gospel and every alpaca birth isindividual and
may require varied treatment. Please do not hesitate to call your vet.
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